The treatment consisted of special diet and the administration of phosphate of soda. He improved somewhat, but the acetone odour gradually increased and coma supervened. Intravenous injection of phosphate of soda did no good. The blood was examined, and showed particles of fat in the plasma. At the post-mortem the serous cavities were found to contain large quantities of milky fluid.
The same milky fluid was found in the blood vessels of all the organs. The percentage of fat in the blood Avas found to be 16"29, the normal amount being 0*2. Acid bodies present in the blood are probably the real cause of the coma, and of these /3-oxybutyric acid is the most important. The source of this acid is not known, but it can be formed from sugars. The source of the fat is probably the sugar in the blood.
The amount of sugar excreted fell markedly just before the onset of the coma, and this was probably due to the decomposition of the sugar into fat and /3-oxybutyric acid. The best treatment for this condition is the administration of alkalies, and this should be commenced as soon as the 
